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The young job seeker’s guide to finding and getting a job. 
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FURTHER EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND 2016~17
This guide lists full time further education courses in Scotland, focusing on courses at the following  
levels:

• Access to Further or Higher Education • Scottish Group Awards (SGAs)

• National Certificate (NC) • National Qualification (NQ)

• Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) • Higher National Certificate (HNC)

Courses are grouped into 26 broad Career Areas and then listed by qualification level and by  
institution, including information on entry requirements. 

August 2016 ISBN: 978-1-902909-74-5 
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CAREERS IN SCOTLAND 2016~17
The comprehensive directory of full time courses at Scottish colleges and universities. 

Qualifications at all levels – from Access to Taught Postgraduate courses – are grouped into 26 broad 
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on entry requirements. 

General information on important topics such as Finance for Study is also included.
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND 2016~17
An essential guide to full time higher education courses in Scotland, focusing on courses at the  
following levels:

• Higher National Diploma (HND) • Diploma in Higher Education (DipHE)

• Degree • Postgraduate taught courses

Courses are grouped into 26 broad Career Areas and then listed by qualification level and by  
institution, including information on entry requirements. General information on the Career Areas  
and on topics such as Finance for Study is also included. 
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A4 Paperback Price £24.00 
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During second and third year you’ll be encouraged to 

think about your future learning and career pathways. 

You’ll also need to make decisions about which subjects 

and courses to take in the senior phase. 

This isn’t always easy!

Your choices in school do affect your future learning and 
career options. So, it’s worth putting in the time to think 
them through properly and plan ahead. 

What matters most is taking the subjects and courses that 
will suit you best.

The range of subjects and courses open to you will depend 
on your school, and its partners. These may include local 
colleges and community, youth and voluntary groups. Each 
school develops a curriculum to suit the needs of its own 
pupils.

At the end of third year you’ll be given the opportunity to 
review your subject choices; your teachers will use your S3 
profile to help you decide which subjects and qualifications 
you want to study in fourth year and beyond. 

It is important that you choose courses that will keep your 
future study and career options open. 

Thinking of going to university? Some university courses 
including: Dentistry, Dietetics, Engineering, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Radiography and Science require 
you to have studied at least two science subjects; some 
courses including Chemical Engineering, Dentistry, Medicine 
and Orthoptics will ask for three sciences. Fortunately, Maths 
is counted as a science!

THE “DO’S AND DON’TS” OF SUBJECT 
CHOICE

Do... 

•	 subjects	that	you	will	enjoy	

•	 what	you’re	good	at	-	and	can	do	well	in

•	 look	back	at	your	achievements	–	what	have	you	done	
well in?

•	 subjects that are right for you –	ones	that	relate	to	
your interests, abilities and strengths

•	 think	ahead	-	about	what	you	might	like	to	do	when	you	
leave school

•	 find	out	about	careers	and	the	different	pathways	you	
could take to get into them

•	 check	which	subjects	and	qualifications	you	might	need,	
or find helpful, to get into any careers or courses you are 
interested in

•	 think	about	the	skills	you	will	need	to	be	successful	in	the	
future

•	 keep	your	options	open	by	taking	a	balanced	set	of	
subjects 

•	 ask for help or information if and when you need it 

•	 ask	to	see	your	school’s	career	adviser	if	you	need	help	in	
planning your career

•	 talk	to	your	parents	or	carers	about	your	ideas	and	
options

MAKING SUBJECT CHOICES 
FOR S3, S4 and Beyond

NOW THAT YOU’VE REACHED FOURTH 

YEAR YOU HAVE SOME IMPORTANT 

DECISIONS TO MAKE ABOUT YOUR 

FUTURE. 

The time has come for some serious thinking about 
your options after school. 

Even if you’ve already decided to stay on at school you 
still need to plan ahead. The subjects and courses you 
choose now will have an impact on the options open 
to you when you do leave. 

Read on for some information and advice to help you 
explore your options and decide what suits you best.

WHAT ARE YOUR MAIN OPTIONS?

1 Staying on at school

2 Going to college

3 Going into a Modern Apprenticeship

4 Going straight into a job

5 Doing a training or employability programme.

Or, like some school leavers you could go on to 
do voluntary work.

As you go through these options and consider them 
one by one, remember to:

• Think about your long term career plans (if 
you have any yet): what’s going to help you 
to achieve them?

• Work out the options that fit best with your 
skills and interests, and your attitude to 
studying

• Talk your ideas over with your parent or 
carer. Are there any money issues you need to 
think about?

1. STAYING ON AT SCHOOL

Staying on at school for a fifth, and often a sixth year, 
is becoming a more and more popular choice. Last 
year almost 70% of pupils stayed on until 17 years or 
older. Why?

One important reason is that, in general, the longer 
you stay on the better your chances are of getting into 
work, training or full time education. 

Here are some figures showing the percentages of 
Scottish school leavers in 2013 who got into positive 
destinations (eg college, work or training), according 
to when they left school: 

CHOICES AFTER SIXTEEN
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CAREER EDUCATION LEAFLETS
A series of 4 general information leaflets designed to provide pupils 
and parents with introductory information on key issues.

1 Making subject choices for S3, S4 and beyond

2 Choices after 16

3 Going to college

4 Going to university

August 2016

A4 leaflet

Pack of 50 Leaflets, each title:  

Price £6.00

WHAT'S ON OFFER?

At college you can: 

•	 learn	new	skills

•	 train	for	a	job	before	you	go	into	it

•	 get	a	recognised	qualification	while	in	work	or	
training

•	 take	a	step	by	step	approach	to	getting	your	chosen	
qualification

•	 find	out	if	you	have	the	potential	for	more	advanced	
courses

•	 get	the	qualifications	you	need	to	get	into	more	
advanced	courses

•	 develop	your	interests	or	skills	in	a	particular	area

•	 broaden	your	horizons	and	develop	your	full	
potential.

WHAT CAN YOU LEARN?

Scotland’s	colleges	offer	courses	in	a	huge	range	of	
subjects.	

You	can	take	general	education	courses	like	Scottish	
Qualification	Authority	(SQA)	units,	National	
Qualifications	such	as	Access,	Intermediate	and	
Higher	courses,	and	even	A	Levels	at	some	colleges.	
However,	most	college	courses	are	job	related,	such	

as	agriculture,	child	care,	digital	media,	hospitality	or	
sport	and	fitness.	

You	can	go	to	college	full	time	or	part	time.	You	can	
study	by	distance	learning	for	some	courses,	either	at	
home,	at	work	or	elsewhere.	Most	colleges	also	offer	
a	programme	of	short	courses	and	evening	classes	–	
some	are	leisure	courses	and	some	are	job	related.	

In	many	cases	you	can	study	in	your	own	area	as	lots	
of	colleges	now	have	learning	centres	based	in	local	
communities.	You	may	even	be	able	to	take	some	
courses	online.

WHAT SORT OF QUALIFICATIONS 
COULD YOU TAKE?

Scotland’s	colleges	offer	a	wide	range	of	qualifications.	
Most	of	these	are	further	education	qualifications	
awarded	by	the	Scottish	Qualifications	Authority	
(SQA),	including	National	Certificates	(NCs),	Scottish	
Vocational	Qualifications	(SVQs),	Highers	and	
Advanced	Highers.

They	also	offer	more	advanced	higher	education	
qualifications	including	Higher	National	Certificates	
(HNCs)	and	Higher	National	Diplomas	(HNDs).	Some	
even	offer	degrees,	usually	in	partnership	with	local	
universities.	Here	are	some	of	the	main	types	of	
qualifications	on	offer.
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and many graduates enter jobs open to those with a 
degree in any subject.

And it’s not just degrees! Higher education includes 
qualifications such as:

•	 Higher	National	Certificates	(HNCs)	

•	 Certificates	in	Higher	Education	(CertHEs)	

•	 Higher	National	Diplomas		
(HNDs)	

•	 Diplomas	in	Higher	Education	(DipHEs).

Have a look at the Learning Zone on the PlanIT Plus 

website at www.planitplus.net for more information 
on Scottish qualifications and courses at universities 
and colleges throughout Scotland. If you want to look 
at courses elsewhere in the UK, look at the UCAS site 

at www.ucas.com. 

WHAT QUALIFICATIONS DO YOU NEED 
TO GET IN?

You will normally need at least:

•		 3	Highers	for	entry	onto	a	degree	(but	for	
most	courses	4	or	5	Highers	are	essential)

•		 1-3	Highers	for	entry	onto	HNDs	and	DipHEs

•		 1-2	Highers	for	entry	onto	HNCs	and	CertHEs.

WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU? 

AT UNIVERSITY YOU CAN:

•	 study	something	you	really	enjoy	

•	 learn	new	skills	

•	 improve	your	career	prospects	

•	 qualify	for	specific	careers	

•	 broaden	the	range	of	careers	you	have	access	
to,	including	postgraduate	courses	

•	 broaden	your	horizons	by	meeting	new	people	
and	seeing	new	places	

•	 have	fun	–	it’s	not	all	work	and	no	play!

WHAT CAN YOU LEARN?

Universities and other higher education institutions 
(HEIs) in Scotland offer thousands of courses in 
different subjects, from accountancy to zoology. So 
you’ll have to do a lot of careful research if you’re 
going to make the right choice. 

Courses are both vocational (job related) and non-
vocational (interest related). 

You don’t have to have a definite career in mind, 

GOING TO UNIVERSITY


